
WAYMARKED CYCLE TRAILS
The Corsican Circuit - 2 miles/3.2 kms  

Starting at the Visitor Centre this central circuit takes you in a loop through the 
Forest along level, wide gravel tracks.

The Crane Loop - will add 2 miles/3.2km to the Corsican Circuit   
Mainly tarmac with some gravel and dirt sections, narrow in places with 

one short hill. Takes you alongside the Crane Lake and River and 
through the golf course. Suitable in all weathers. 

The Somerly Loop - will add 1mile/1.6km to the  
Corsican Circuit 

Dirt and gravel track through forest and heathland. May 
be a muddy section in wet weather and a steep uphill 

section near the start of the loop. Suitable in most 
weathers.

The Watchmoor Loop - will add 1½ 
miles/2.3km to the Corsican Circuit  

 Along dirt and gravel tracks with some 
gentle ups and downs. Takes you to 

some of the quieter areas of the 
Forest including Pine Avenue.

Cyclists are reminded that 
they should ring their 

bell when approaching 
pedestrians and slow 

down when passing.

Accidents - Rangers are first aid qualified and can be contacted 
at the Visitor Centre or telephone (01425) 470721. If you should 
call an ambulance please contact the Visitor Centre so that we can 
direct the ambulance to you.
Rubbish - There are no litter bins at Moors Valley, for the sake of 
the wildlife and enjoyment of others please take your litter home 
with you. 

Opening times:
Moors Valley is open everyday¹ from 8.00am to dusk (8.00pm 
latest). There are no admission charges but parking charges apply, 
these vary throughout the year, details at the Information Point. 
¹Closed Christmas Day. The Visitor Centre may close for  
up to five mid-week days in January for cleaning.
Moors Valley Railway - Open weekends, school  
holidays and daily June to early September.
Go Ape - Open daily Easter to October, please enquire  
for winter opening times.

Please remember this is an area of countryside and a 
working forest; there are lakes, rivers and ponds, uneven 
footpaths, people and machinery at work. Please stay on the 
footpaths and keep those in your care close to you.

The trails are 
waymarked with 
round posts with 
a band of colour 
around the top.  
All trails start and 
finish near the  
Visitor Centre. 

A wheelchair and Battricar are available 
to borrow.  The Lake and Riverside Walk 

and Nature Trail are suitable for wheelchairs and 
mobility scooters.

www.moors-valley.co.uk
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The Corsican circuit and Crane loop 
are most suitable for families.
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Contact details:
Visitor Centre & Rangers: 01425 470721

Season’s Restaurant: 01425 470537

Country Shop: 01425 480811

Golf Course: 01425 479776

Moors Valley Railway: 01425 471415

Go Ape: www.goape.co.uk 0845 643 9215 
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WAYMARKED WALKS
Lake and Riverside Walk - ¾ mile, 1.2km,  20 minutes. 

Tarmac and boardwalk all the way, one short rise and fall, otherwise easy with 
benches along the way.  	

Lookout Walk - 1½ miles, 2.3km. 45 minutes. 
A meandering route through the Forest. Excellent views and picnic spot 

at the Lookout. Gravel and dirt track.  Steep rise and fall from the 
Lookout, including some steps.

Park and Forest Walk - 3 miles, 5km, 1½ hours. 
Through the Forest via the Lookout before returning through 

meadows, woodland and alongside the Moors and Crane 
Lakes. Gravel and tarmac tracks with a steep rise and fall 

at the Lookout, including some steps.  Benches and 
picnic tables along the way.

Long Forest Walk - 5 miles, 8km, 2 hours. 
Discover the quieter areas of the Forest 

including Pine Avenue.  Gravel and dirt track 
with some gentle rises.

 Nature Trail - 2 miles, 3.2km,  
1 hour walk. 

Through the golf course 
and alongside Crane Lake 

with an optional loop 
through Potterne 

Wood (not suitable 
for wheelchairs/
scooters). This trail 
is not waymarked 
- pick up an 
activity pack 
from the Visitor 
Centre. 

EXPLORE… 

Miles of tracks through forest, 
heath, meadow and woodland and 
alongside rivers and lakes on foot  
or by bike...

Walking
You can walk on all paths but 
why not follow one of our 
waymarked routes, ranging from 
¾ mile to 5 miles.

Dogs - must be on leads in all 
areas, except in the forest away 
from the Play Trail and Tree Top 
Trail. Dog bins are provided in 
the forest (marked on the map 
overleaf) so please clean up after your dog.

Wildlife - look out for the rich variety of plants and 
animals around the Park and Forest. Highlights include 
water birds on the lakes all year round with many 
breeding at the park in spring, and a good number of 
woodland birds in the Forest including crossbills and 
treecreepers. 

With your help our wildlife will continue to thrive; 
please keep to the footpaths, do not pick wild plants or 
flowers or feed the squirrels - they can bite!

Cycling
Cycling is permitted on all paths except those around 
the Play Trail, The Look Out and Moors Lake, but some 
of the best routes are waymarked for you to follow.

There is a central 2 mile circuit with optional additional 
loops that can extend your ride to 6 miles should you 
wish to explore further. 

Many of these routes follow compact gravel or tarmac 
tracks and most are along level ground for easy cycling.

Orienteering
A permanent course is available 
in the Forest. 

A map pack can be purchased 
from the Visitor Centre including 
suggested courses perfect 
for beginners. Experienced 
orienteerers are invited to try the 
‘Moors Valley Challenge’ and 
visit all the markers in the fastest 
time possible! 

There is also a ‘Trail O’ course suitable for people with 
mobility difficulties, and a mountain bike orienteering 
course. Please ask for details.

Moors Valley is a joint venture between East Dorset District Council and 
the Forestry Commission. Designed by East Dorset District Council - 2008 For further information contact the Visitor Centre Rangers: 01425 470721 Email: moorsvalley@eastdorset.gov.uk




